
EAST LYME BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

DECEMBER L7,2025

PRESENT: Board of Selectmen Members Dan Cunningham, Ann Cicchiello, Jason Deeble and
Candice Carlson. Rose Ann Hardy arrived at 7:09 p.m.
EXCUSED: Cindy Collins
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Town Attorney Tracy Collins

Mr, Cunningham called the regular meeting of the East Lyme Board of Selectmen to order at
7:04 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance

1b. Additional Agenda & Consent Items
MOTION
Ms. Cicchi
item 1f.

1c. Delegations
There were none.
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ello MOVED to move agenda item 3a to be heard after Consent Calendar a

Seconded by Mr. Deeble. Motion passed 4-0
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1d. Approve Minutes
MOrroN (2)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to approve the Public Hearing Minutes of December 3,2025, as submitted.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 4-0.

MOrroN (3)
Ms, Cicchiello MOVED to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of December 3, 2025, as
submitted.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 4-0.

le. Consent Calendar
MOrroN (4)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to approve the Consent Calendar for December L7, 2025, in the amount of
$2,938.40.
Seconded by Ms. Cicchiello. Motion passed 4-0.

1f. Veterans Exemption
Tax Assessor Diane Vitagliano presented to the Board their options for Veteran's exemptions. The
public can find information on this exemption and the new options by reviewing Public Act 25-
168, specifically page 337 of 745. Please see her notes attached hereto as Exhibit #1; and for a
full playback of this important discussion, please access the video at
.wlvlry*ellavy ! hallx"am/s"s-v qrnmc n-Uvi-de-o-s.

2a. Automated Ticketing Ordinance
DISCUSSION: Mr. Cunningham explained that Mr. Deeble sent additional information to be put on
the record after the public hearing on December 3,2025, was closed, In the interest of
transparency and public awareness, Mr, Cunningham decided, after conferring with Town
Counsel, that since he had opened the email and read the information, that a new public hearing
should be scheduled to present to the Board and the public the new information brought forth by
Mr. Deeble.



MOTTON (s)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED the following: NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of a public hearing to be held by
the East Lyme Board of Selectmen at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 7,2026, at the East
Lyme Town Hall, 108 Pennsylvania Avenue, Niantic, Connecticut to consider the Ordinance titled
"Ordinance Authorizing The Use of Automated Traffic Enforcement Safety Devices", Copies of the
full text of the proposed Ordinance are on file for public inspection at the office of the East Lyme
Town Clerk, 108 Pennsylvania Avenue, Niantic, Connecticut and at www.eltownhall.com to which
reference may be had. Interested persons are invited to attend and be heard. The Board of
Selectmen may make changes to the language of the proposed ordinance as the result of
information presented in the public hearing. Dated at East Lyme, Connecticut, on this 17th day of
December, 2025,
Seconded by Mr. Deeble. Motion passed 5-0.

2b. Appointment to CIP Committee

Nomination by Ms. Carlson to appoint Oliva Fairchild as the Citizen Representative to the CIP
Committee, There was no second.

MOrroN (6)
Ms. Hardy MOVED to nominate and appoint Joe Bragaw, 19 Attawan Avenue, as the Citizen
Representative to the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) Committee.
Seconded by Mr. Deeble. Motion passed 5-0.

3b, Appointments to Boards and Commissions

Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to appoint Daniel Cleary, 75 Stonehill Drive, Killingworth, CT, to serve as a
Member on the Cable TV Advisory Council of Eastern Connecticut for the Town of East Lyme with
a term to expire on January 3,2028. This motion was rescinded because the Board was unclear
on whether he needs to be an East Lyme resident to sit on this board.

MOrroN (7)
Ms, Cicchiello MOVED to appoint Elizabeth Kuchta, 154 Pennsylvania Avenue, Niantic as the East
Lyme Town Historian with a term to expire on January 7, 2030.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 5-0.

MOTTON (8)
Mr. Deeble MOVED to appoint Brian Burridge, 476 Boston Post Road, East Lyme, as the Veterans
Representative for the Town of East Lyme with a term to expire on January 7, 2O3O.
Seconded by Mr, Deeble. Motion passed 5-0.

MOrroN (e)
Mr. Deeble MOVED to appoint Lucy Schuman to serve as a Member on the Board of Police
Commissioners for the Town of East Lyme with a term to expire on January 7,2O3O.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 5-0.

MOTTON (10)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to appoint Resa Spaziani, 9 Cove Drive, Niantic, to serve as a Member on
the Board of Police Commissioners for the Town of East Lyme with a term to expire on January 7,
2030.
Seconded by Ms, Hardy. Motion passed 5-0.
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MOTTON (11)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to appoint Regina Hitchery, 27 Saunders Drive, Niantic, to serve as a
Member on the Board of Police Commissioners for the Town of East Lyme with a term to expire
on January 7, 2030.
Seconded by Ms, Hardy. Motion passed 5-0.

MOTTON (12)
Mr, Cunningham MOVED to appoint Don Mackenzie and Rose Ann Hardy as an ad hoc committee
to review and recommend people for appointments to boards and commissions.
Seconded by Ms, Carlson. Motion passed 5-0.

4a. Ex-Officio Reports

Candice Carlson reported :

. All her boards are working on their budgets.

Ann Cicchiello reported :

. Water & Sewer heard a presentation by applicant Dan Trakas for the property at 200
Pennsylvania Avenue. The Commission denied the application due to lack of available
capacity.

4b. First Selectman's Report
o Lt. Mike Macek was honored at the Police Commission meeting for his outstanding work

while acting as the interim Police Chief.
. Board of Finance is preparing for the upcoming budget season.
o The I95/Exit 74 project is approximately 75o/o finished, with an anticipated finish date of

November 30, 2026. They will begin blasting again beginning January 5th. To sign up for
text alerts regarding the blasting schedule, please find the link on the Town of East Lyme
webpage under "In The Spotlight".

o Mariah Knight has completed her courses and is now officially Deputy Fire Marshal.
. The Youth Family and Human Services is promoting their part-time wellness coordinator

to a full-time position beginning January t, 2026. This increase in hours is being funded
by a grant.

5. Communications
There was none.

6, Public Comments

Ms. Linda Bendfeldt, 12 S. Cobblers Court, spoke about her and her husband's disappointment
that the State's amendment to the Veterans Exemption left out some circumstances and she
feels as though the Town should make it right and give them a retroactive exemption.

7, Selectman'sResponse
The First Selectmen stated, in response to Ms. Bendfeldt's comments, that the Town is not
legally allowed to go retroactive in this circumstance and that the Tax Assessor is following the
Statute, which is the law.

Board of Selectmen
Regular Meeting of December 17, 2025

3of4

MINUTES



MOTTON (13)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing pending
litigation, and to include Town Attorney Tracy Collins, Glenn Russo and Attorney Tim Hollister.

The Board entered into executive session at B:49 p.m, They returned at 10:22 p.m. and it was
stated that no formal votes were taken.

It was confirmed by the recording secretary that the Cable TV Advisory Council is not an East
Lyme Town Committee and does not require Mr. Cleary to be a town of East Lyme resident,

MOTTON (14)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to appoint Daniel Cleary, 75 Stonehill Drive, Killingworth, CT, to serve as a
Member on the Cable TV Advisory Council of Eastern Connecticut for the Town of East Lyme with
a term to expire on January 3, 2028,
Seconded by Mr. Deeble, Motion passed 5-0,

MOTTON (ls)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to adjourn the December t7,2025, regular meeting of the Board of
Selectmen at 10:22 p.m.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 5-0.

Respectfu I ly Su bm itted,

Sandra Anderson
Recording Secretary
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New Ghanges to 512-81 (19), (20), (21), (221, (25), (26) and (83) Veterans
Exemptions

Condensed Hightights for Permanentty and TotaLty Disabted Veterans
with 1 00% Service-Connected rating.

Extends the exemption to a fractional share of a dwetting (i.e. such
as Condominiums, traiter homes in a park or unit in a common
interest community) prectuding any commerciaI use or rental
income.

Extends the exemption to properties hetd in trust for Veteran
previousty timited to properties hetd in trust for a spouse.

Extends the exemption to widow, widower or minor chitdren who
were domicited with the deceased Vet as tenants for Life or
tenants for a term Liabte for property tax if they remain a widow,
widower or minor.

Extends the exemption to veteran owned residentiatdwetling on

leased [and for dwetting.

cRequires an application to be submitted by the Veteran or their
surviving spouse verifying their status prior to January 1 annuatly
in order to quatify for the exemption.

a

a

o

a

a

Pubtic Act No. 25-168 excerpt location p9.337 of 745. Attached

New locaI options to consider by vote of its Board of Setectman

o

(E)Attows, by [oca[ option, a town to exempt the house and up to 2
acres of land.

(F)Attows, by locaI option, a town to provide the surviving spouse

of a Permanentty and Totatty Disabted Veteran with 1000/o Service-

Connected rating who died prior to October 1 ,2024, but after a
date to be determined by such tegistative body shatt be etigibte if
such spouse remains a widow or widower.



(G)Attows, by localoption, a town to timit the exemption to an

amount equatto the median assessed vatuation of residentiaI reaI

property in such municipatity.

New locaI options available by vote of the Legistative Body

Pubtic Act 25-168 altows, by Local Option, a town, by vote of its

tegistative body, to extend the APA exemption (Permanentty and

Totatty Disabted Veterans with 100% Service-Connected rating) to

Veterans who have a service-connectbd totat disabitity based on

individuaI unemptoyabitity (TDIU). These Veterans atready receive

benefits based on their degree of disabitity; this benefit amount is

increased after the individuat attains age 65 to the same amount

as those at the 100o/o levet. This locat option would extend the

exemption of APA Veterans to those considered unemptoyabte

inctuding any locaI options adopted.

Section 241 (Gotd Star) of this bitt, by vote of its tegistative body,

would extend the APA exemption to the surviving spouse of a

Veteran who was kitted in action white performing active mititary

duty, if they remain a widow or widower. We did not adopt the

previous Gotd Star locatoption.

a

a

a

Current Veteran Exemptions

We currentty have 1629 Mititary with Exemptions totating

$1 G,483,61 o assessed.

62 APA Veterans or 4o/o make up 55% of the exemptions totating

$9,075,570 assessed.

ln 2024, there were 41 Veterans who received the APA exemption

totating $4,982,590 assessed in the Town of East Lyme.

o

o

a



ASSESSED

CURRENTAPA EXEMPTION

50VETERANS(7 PENDTNG)

ADDING BLDG LOT

TOTAL $ 14,524,300

EXCESS AC UP TO 2

TOTAL GRAND LIST LoSS $74,584,124

TOTAL DIS UNEMPLOYED

TDrU (9 VETS)ARC

ADDING BLDG LOT

TOTAL $ 1,5s3,930

ADDING EXCESS ACREAGE
*NOT tNC PEND (9)

TOTAL $ 1,561,770

MILL RATE TAX LOSS

0.02801 $ zsq,2oz $

MEDIAN TAX LOSS

8,027,370 $ ZZA,6ZS

Titat
LtsT LOSS $ 16,146,494

$ tsz,otg $ 2,2!2,490 $ 6t,gzz

$ aoo,gzo $ 10,233,860 $ z86,eso

7,692 $ 7,560 $ ztz

4o8,st8$ 10,24t,420 $ z86,86z

Bps N J^Dr)er*{

25,759 $ 898,170 $ zs,tsg

18,369

43,526 $ 1,373,050 $ gg,asg

$ q3Jqs

-h
$ +o8,st8

$ 1,301,790 $ ge,4o3

tt,s4g,2to $ gzg,3zs
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$

$

$

$
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APA

TOTAL

ACREAGE DWETLIT{G OUTBUILDING

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

APA

$630

$geo

$3so

$2,030

$630

$7,280

$o

$sso

$770

$2,310

$o

$o

$o

$o

$o

$1,330

$840

$o

$o

$420

$o

$16,450

$o

$o

$1,120

$o

$o

$560

$1,260

$15,470

$o

$5,390

$4,410

$o

$o

$10,220

$r,sso

$1,540

$o

$o

$490

$o

$1,960

$oso

$1,820

$1,190

$z,gro
$o

$4,830

$7oo

$14,280

$1,260

$s, rro
$280

$3,010

0.490596

0.519995

0.389991

0.968274

2.318274

7.704274

0.110009

0.68000s

0.45

0.25

0.560009

0.739991

0.978274

t.408274

0.339568

t.t55482

$117,390

$14s,110

$184,170

$s6,o4o

sizi,eio

$187,880

$L{7,700
$83,020

$tqg,iln
$162,820

$L42,940

$191,310

$135,940

$s1s,oso

$90,930

$177,4s0

$485,110

$1ur860
$138,810

$183,470

$16s,200

$133,770

$ztjg,sib
$reo,eio
Sioo,+so
$133,s60

r.9t8274
0.45

0.309s68

0.480005

0.460009

7.778274

0.460009

0.516437

$1121980

$145,180

$ils,$o
$L4o,no
$9s,970

$roa,n+o

$rgz,oio
$146,370

$147,140

$92,820

$36-2,040

$101,010

$zu,zso

TOTAL

ASSESSED

$28s,2s0

$169,470

$223,300

$200,410

$229,040

$18s,220

$197,960

$219,450

$238,070

$240,030

$149,870

$s08,130

$190,s82

$371,980

$361,270

$236,670

$271,460

$206,710

$220,920

$284,830

$198,4s0

$487,830

$187,040

$26s,s80

$377,440

$202,930

$212,520

$289,170

$269,850

$1s4,940

$329,681

$287,280

$206,500

S229,810

$298,319

$237,090

$173,s30

$253,050

$249,756

$142,940

$269,s00

$190,400

$450,316

$161,840

$240,t70
$370,440

$311,080

$393,190

$170,870

$393,260

$215,390

$191,800

$534,660

MEDIAN ASSD

VALUE

$186,340

Dwetting

Res Land

Res Excess Land

lllThen (Just

Owettlngl

$ rrg,zro
$ 112,980

$ ras,rgo
$ rrs,sgo
$ L40,770

$ 9s,970

$ 104,440

$ 132,020

$ r+e,szo

$ 147,140

$ 92,820

$ ras,sqo

$ 1o1,o1o

$ 186,340

$ u7,390
$ 14s,110

$ 184,170

$ 96,040

$ t27,820

$ 186,340

$ 135,940

$ 186,340

$ 90,930

$ 177,4s0

$ 186,340

$ 111,860

$ 138,810

$ 183,470

$ 16s,2oo

$ 133,20

$ 186,340

$ 180,320

$ 100,4s0

$ 133,560

$ 186,340

$ t47,700

$ e!,020

$ 149,240

$ 162,820

$ 142,940

$ 178,920

$ 105,700

$ 186,340

$ 79,730

$ 137,900

$ 146,930

$ 186,340

$ 186,340

$ 106,960

$ 186,340

$ 128,380

$ 113,oso

$ 186,340

$ 1s5,820

$ 147,910

$ L24,740

0.831107

0.439991

0.110009

0.958274

0.

0.8841

$178,920

$ros,zoo
$339,990

$79,730

Orsz,goo

$146,930

$212,310

$277,620

$106,960

$256,550

$128138q
$113,0s0

$407,L20

$1ss,g2o

$147r910

$t24,740

0.1

0.

$237,oo7

$23s,eoo

56

$ 8,021,370



7o +65

yrs

900/o

800/o

70o/o

6070

8070

LO0o/o

70o/o

Current Gurrent $
Gode Exempt

AFA/CFB $21,000

AFA/CFB $21,000

ADA/CDB $18,000

ADA/CDB $18,000

AEA/CEB $21,000

AEA/CEB $21,000

ADA/CDB $rs,OOO

ARC

ARC

ARC

ARC

ARC

ARC

ARC

ARC

TOTAL

ACREAGE

0.44

0.28

1.438

0.s19995

2.798

0.53

0.23

ffi.Lm
$1g+,z"/o

*s,ggo
i180"670

f91,gl0
i1@,900

i127,&t0
S1g4*o

OUTBUIL

DING

$sro

$z,roo

$s,z+o

$o

$700

$zo

$2,940

TOTAT

ASSESSED

$237,090

$262,780

$286,160

$183,750

$192,236

$193,690

$221,060

Median

Assessed

Vatue

$186,340

It lt0(l[!t
mtw

S t54,no
i 98,980

lm,6?0
91,910

108,990

127,m0

134,960

$ gg8,17o$138,000 ig8,17o $15,960 $1,s76,766
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