
EAST LYME BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 79,2025

IN ATTENDANCE: Dan Cunningham, Ann Cicchiello, Candice Carlson, Jason Deeble and Don
MacKenzie
EXCUSED: Rose Ann Hardy

Mr. Cunningham called the regular meeting of the East Lyme Board of Selectmen to order at
7:05 p.m. and stated that the Pledge of Allegiance was done at the Public Hearing.

1b. Additional Agenda & Consent Items
There were none.

1c, Delegations

Conrad Siefert, 10 Wildwood Drive, Niantic, and husband of the late Beth Hogan, former First
Selectman for the Town of East Lyme, spoke fondly of Beth and the many positive ideologies
that she brought to our community during her time as First Selectman. He spoke largely of
an event that took place in New London this past weekend to encourage women to step up
for public office and leadership roles; The Day article is attached as Exhibit #1,

1d, Approve Minutes

MOTTON (1)
DISCUSSION: Motion #4 was made by Ms. Cicchiello and seconded by Ms. Carlson.
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to approve the Special Budget Meeting Minutes of March 3,2025, as
amended.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 5-0.

MOTTON (2)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to approve the Special Budget Meeting Minutes of
submitted.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 5-0.
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MOTTON (3)
Ms. Cicchiello
submitted.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 5-0

1e. Consent Calendar

MOTTON (4)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to approve the Consent Calendar for March 19,2025, in the amount of
$2,74L.62.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 5-0.

2a. Schedule Town Meeting
MOTTON (s)
Ms, Cicchiello MOVED the following

Notice is hereby given of a Special Town Meeting of the Town of East Lyme to be held on
Wednesday, April 2, 2025, at 7:00 P.M. (ET) at the East Lyme Town Hall Upper Meeting Room
for the following purposes:

ij
MOVED to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of March Ti'2@.5,
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1, To receive communications from the Board of Selectmen and the Board of
Finance with respect to a resolution entitled "Resolution Making Appropriations Aggregating
$550,000 For The Planning, Design, Construction And Improvements To The Town Hall And
Authorizing The Issuance Of $550,000 Bonds Of The Town To Meet Said Appropriations And
Pending The Issuance Thereof The Making Of Temporary Borrowings For Such Purpose".

2. To consider and act upon a resolution entitled "Resolution Making
Appropriations Aggregating $550,000 For The Planning, Design, Construction And
Improvements To The Town Hall And Authorizing The Issuance Of $550,000 Bonds Of The Town
To Meet Said Appropriations And Pending The Issuance Thereof The Making Of Temporary
Borrowings For Such Purpose",

3. To Receive Communications From The Board Of Selectmen And The Board Of
Finance With Respect To A Resolution Entitled "Resolution Amending Various Resolutions
Including: (I) Resolution Making Appropriations Aggregating $7,285,000 For Various Board Of
Education Capital Improvements And Authorizing The Issuance Of $7,285,000 Bonds Of The Town
To Meet Said Appropriations And Pending The Issuance Thereof The Making Of Temporary
Borrowings For Such Purpose; (Ii) Resolution Making Appropriations Aggregating $3,735,000 For
Various Public Improvements And Authorizing The Issuance Of $3,735,000 Bonds Of The Town
To Meet Said Appropriations And Pending The Issuance Thereof The Making Of Temporary
Borrowings For Such Purpose; (Iii) Resolution Making Appropriations Aggregating $1,130,000 For
Various Board Of Education Capital Improvements And Authorizing The Issuance Of $1,130,000
Bonds Of The Town To Meet Said Appropriations And Pending The Issuance Thereof The Making
Of Temporary Borrowings For Such Purpose; And (Iv) Resolution Making Appropriations
Aggregating $1,180,000 For Various Board Of Education Capital Improvements And Authorizing
The Issuance Of $1,180,000 Bonds Of The Town To Meet Said Appropriations And Pending The
Issuance Thereof The Making Of Temporary Borrowings For Such purpose",

4. To consider and act upon a resolution entitled "Resolution Amending Various
Resolutions Including: (I) Resolution Making Appropriations Aggregating $7,285,000 For Various
Board Of Education Capital Improvements And Authorizing The Issuance Of $7,285,000 Bonds
Of The Town To Meet Said Appropriations And Pending The issuance Thereof The Making Of
Temporary Borrowings For Such Purpose; (Ii) Resolution Making Appropriations Aggregating
$3,735,000 For Various Public Improvements And Authorizing The Issuance Of g3,735,000 Bonds
Of The Town To Meet Said Appropriations And Pending The Issuance Thereof The Making Of
Temporary Borrowings For Such Purpose; (Iii) Resolution Making Appropriations Aggregating
$1,130,000 For Various Board Of Education Capital Improvements And Authorizing The Issuance
Of $1,130,000 Bonds Of The Town To Meet Said Appropriations And Pending The Issuance Thereof
The Making Of Temporary Borrowings For Such Purpose; And (Iv) Resolution Making
Appropriations Aggregating $1,180,000 For Various Board Of Education Capital Improvements
And Authorizing The Issuance Of $1,180,000 Bonds Of The Town To Meet Said Appropriations
And Pending The Issuance Thereof The Making Of Temporary Borrowings For Such Purpose".

5. To transact any other business proper to come before the meeting,

Dated at East Lyme, Connecticut, this 19th day of March 2025. EAST LYME BOARD OF
SELECTMEN.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 5-0,

Board of Selectmen
Regular Meeting of March 19,2025
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2b. Appointments to the School Building Committee
MOTTON (6)
Ms, Cicchiello MOVED to appoint Alisa Bradley,20 Church Lane, East Lyme, as a Member on
the School Building Committee for the Town of East Lyme with a term to expire on
December 1,2025.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson, Motion passed 5-0,

MOTTON (7)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to appoint William Derry, 212R Pennsylvania Avenue, Niantic, as a
Member on the School Building Committee for the Town of East Lyme with a term to expire
on December 1,2025.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 5-0.

2c. Appointment to Parks and Recreation
MOTTON (8)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to appoint David Castro, 3 Wildwood Drive, Niantic, as a Member on
the Parks and Recreation Commission for the Town of East Lyme with a term to expire on
January 5, 2026.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 5-0.

3. Adopt (3) Ordinances
MOTToN (e)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED the following: RESOLVED, to enact the following Ordinances titled:

"ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A YOUTH, FAMILY AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION"
(amend to clarify membership capped at 7 members); and

"ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING FEES FOR BUILDING AND DEMOLITION PERMITS" (amend to
revise building fees); and

"ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING ZONING FEES FOR GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM
(GIS)" (amend to add fee for certification),

as these ordinances were presented at the public hearing before the Board of Selectmen on
March 19,2025. The effective date of the Ordinances shall be ten (10) days after newspaper
publication of the notice of their adoption.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 5-0.

4a. Ex-Officio Reports
Mr. Deeble reported:

. Harbor Management and WELSCO are in discussions regarding who should be issuing
permits; e,g. WELSCO is the entity that issues shellfish permits, The Board of
Selectmen may be asked by these commissions for a letter of support for Raised Bill
No. 6914, attached hereto as Exhibit #2, which addresses these permitting
questions. Mr. Deeble will invite WELSCO Chairman Steve Dinsmore to a future
Board of Selectmen meeting for further discussion.

Mr. MacKenzie reported:
r He attended the Planning Commission meeting; his notes are attached hereto as

Exhibit #3.

Board of Selectmen
Regular Meeting of March 79,2025
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4b. First Selectman's Report
Mr, Cunningham reported:

. He attended the I-95 project meeting. Major work will begin again in April; in the
meantime they will be raising the road from the bridge to Flanders four corners, and
they will begin taking down supports from the old northbound bridge,. He attended a ribbon cutting for Sea Glass & Linens, located in The Mix on Main
Street.

e Working on the budget has been very time-consuming; it is now in the hands of the
Board of Finance,

. Currently in the middle of UPSEU employee union negotiations.

5, Communications
There was none.

6. Public Comments
There was none.

7. Selectman'sResponse
There was none.

MOTTON (10)
Ms, Cicchiello MOVED to adjourn the March t9,2025, regular meeting of the Board of
Selectmen at7:37 p.m.
Seconded by Ms. Carlson. Motion passed 5-0.

Respectfu lly Su bmitted

Sandra Anderson
Recording Secretary

Board of Selectmen
Regular Meeting of March 19, 2025
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Patricia Russo, executive director of The Campaign School at Yale, speaks during "The Basics" course held at the Women's

Business Development Council in New London on Saturday, March 15,2025. (Dana Jensen/The Day)

By Kimberly Drelich
Day Staff Writer

$

Women encouraged to step up for public
office, leadership roles at New London event
s1

@ Mar 15,2025 3:34 PM



New London - Patricia Russo, the executive director of The Campaign School at Yale, said

during an event Saturday focused on increasing the number of women in public service that

everywoman is born to lead.

"You have a responsibilify in this moment to raise your hand just a little higher than ever

before," she told a roomful of attendees at the Womens Business Development Council

offices in downtown New London.

\,Vhile Russo said that might not necessarily mean running for public office - she herself is

an example of someone involved in political campaigns - she encouraged women to find

their leadership path.

The Campaign School at Yale, a nonprofit, held a one-day training, called "The Basics," for

people thinking about running for office, working on a campaign, or becoming a more 
.

effective leader on an issue in their community.

The Campaign School at Yale, which started 29 years ago, is a nonpartisan political

campaign training program whose mission is to increase the number of women in the

political pipeline.

During the event, people learned about the dos and don ts of politics and how to decide

whether to run for office, public speaking, and fundraising, and heard from apanel of

alumni. Russo said 35 people registered for the event.

Speech coach Gilda Bonanno said communication and leadership are skills that can be

learned and improved. She told attendees that the nerves they feel before public speaking

are a sign they care. She encouraged them to channel the people they are speaking on behalf

of so they can overcome their fear and be the people's voice.

The Campaign School atYale cited in a news release that in 2024,women lost five seats in the

Connecticut General Assembly, where they hold 34.3% of the 187 seats, which is a lower

percentage than the35.6To of $eats women hold in U.S. Consress. The oraa:niz,ation said

women of color are even more under-represented.

The Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut for thr

the event.



Maryam Elahi, president and CEO of the Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut,

which commissioned a 2018 report on The Status of Women and Girls in Eastern

Connecticut, pointed to Iceland as an example of howwomen in political leadership

addressed economic instability, child care and educational challenges and other issues.

"It's been proven that when more and more women are involved in politics, these issues

come to the foreground, and solutions are put into place," she said.

Russo said the Campaign School at Yale is seeing more and more queries about its training

from people of all parties, as more people realize that federal cuts are going to have a

negative impact on their families and want to get involved in politics.

Russo said that 29 yearc ago, the median age of attendees was late 40s to early 50s and they

were predominantlywhite women. Now, she said the the median age is 28-29 and the

majority of attendees are people of color. She added that also more men are attending to

work on politic aI campaigns for female candidates.

Windsor Mayor Nuchette Black-Burke, who was one of the panelists and attended the

Campaign School at Yale's five-day training last year, told The Day that some of the biggest

challenges women face in running for office is that sometimes women dont like to ask for

support for their campaigns and dont believe in themselves. She said there also are not

manyplaces that train women for public office.

She said the training gave her more tools to campaign, be more visible, and communicate

her message.

She said that women of colot are under-represented, and one of her goals is to encourage

more women of color to run for office. She said theywill find allies at the Campaign School

andaplace to elevate their voices.

Montville Town Councilor Kate Southard, who got involved in politics eight years ago and

attended Saturday's event, said at least half of the seats in Connecticut should be held by

\ omen as women represent more than half of the populati.''-'

She said many people forget that women are amargrnahze

the early 1970s that women could open a credit card in the



Kathleen Mullen-Kohl, a Waterford Representative Town Meeting incumbent who is running
for office again, said she attended Saturday's training to learn better ways to communicate
her message about why she is running for offi.ce and to see what the town wants and needs

from its leaders.

She added that it's important for more women to be involved in politics because they need to
band together and show they are stronger together.

k.drelichptheday.com
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Ceneral Assembly Raised Bill No. 6914
January Session,2025 LCO No. 3841
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Referred to Committee on ENVIRONMENT

Introduced by
(ENV)

AN ACT CONCERNING REY'SIO/VS TO THE HARBOR MANAGEMENT
ACT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

1 Section 1. Subsection (b) of section 22a-113n of the general statutes is

2 repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effectiae from
3 passage):

(b) The plan may recommend: (1) Boundaries for development areas

to be approved and established by the Commissioner of Energy and
Environmental Protection in accordance with the provisions of section
22a-360; (2) designations for channels and boat basins for approval and
adoption by the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection
in accordance with the provisions of section 22a-340; (3) lines
designating the limits of areas for the location of vessels with persons

living aboard to be approved and adopted by the director of health in
accordance with sectionl9a-227; (4) pump-out facilities, including the
designation of no discharge zones in accordance with Section 312 of the
federal Clean Water Act; and (5) regulations for the operation of vessels

on the harbor pursuant to the provisions of section 15-136. Upon
adoption of the plan, any recommendation made pursuant to this
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Rarsed BillNo. 6914

18

t9
20

21.
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23

commission that is consisten t with and suonorted bv the olan. shall be

binding on any official of the state, municipality or any other political
subdivision when making regulatory decisions or undertaking or
sponsoring development affecting the area within the commission's
jurisdiction, unless such official shows cause why a different action
should be taken.

24 Sec. 2. Section 22a-113p of the general statutes is repealed and the
25 following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effectiae from passage):

26 (q) The commission may review and make recommendations,
27 consistent with the plan, on any proposal affecting the real property on,

28 in or contiguous to the harbor that is received by any zoning
29 commission, planning commission or combined planning and zoning
30 commission, zoning board of appeals, historic district commissions,
31' flood prevention, climate resilience and erosion control board, harbor
32 improvement agency, port authority, redevelopment agency, shellfish
33 commission, sewer commissiory water pollution control authority or
34 special district with zoning or other land use authority. Such agencies

35 shall send a copy of any such proposal to the commission upon the
36 request of such commission. The commission shall be notified of any
37 such proposal at least thirty-five days prior to the commencement of the
38 hearing thereon or where no hearing is held, at least thirty-five days
39 prior to the taking of any final action on the proposal. The local agency

40 authorized to act on the proposal shall consider the recommendations
41' of the commission. A two-thirds vote of all the members of the local
42 agency having authority to act on the proposal shall be required to
43 approve a proposal which has not received a favorable recommendation
44 from the commission, provided that the provisions of this section shall
45 not be deemed to alter the authority of the agency having primary
46 jurisdiction over the proposal to deny, modify or condition the proposal.
47 Failure of the commission to submit a recommendation shall be deemed
48 to be approval of the proposal.

The49

LCO No. 3841

and

2of3



50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61.

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

Raised BillNo. 6914

consistent with the plan, on any application for a state permit or license.

including for anlr registration. that affects the harbor and that is received

of and

te w1

of or other state
annlinal-rlo o1"oll .o^ ulre linanf fn. ott.L a navmif nr liaanco

(1) Consult with the commission prior to submission of an application
for such a nermit or license. an (2) nrovide coDies of anv such

the commission

submitted to the denartmen t or state asencv. as anolicable^ The

deoartment. or state agencv, authorized to act on anv such

submitted application shall consider the recommendations of the
commlsslon pursuant to the plan. Pursuant to 22a-113n,as

this of the commission that is
and su

official of the state

resulatorv decisions or or snonsorins develooment
affecting the area within the commission's jurisdiction, unless such
official shows cause. in writins. w a different action should be taken.
Failure of the commission to submit a recommendation shall be deemed

a determination of consistenclz with the plan.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 from passage 22a-I13n(b\
Sec.2 from passage 22a-I13p

Statement of Purpose:
To clarify provisions of the harbor management act concerning
commission authority to review and make binding recommendations
concerning applications for local and state permits and licenses,
including registrations, that affect the harbor area.

IProposed deletions are enclosed in brackets, Proposed additions are indicated by underline, except
that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a sectlon of a bill or resolution is new, it is not
underlined.l
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PLANNING COMMISSION NOTES

o There was an apptication for a 20-Lot subdivision on a tittte over 12.5
acres of tand zoned RU-80 on the South side of Holmes Road.

. During pubtic detegations, 1 person was "FOR" the project and there
were I speakers against the proposed.

. Singte biggest objection was the narrowness of Hotmes Road and the
safety of the additional, traffic of adding 20 homes.

. Second biggest objection - Rural Character. The majority of the
speakers chose to [0ve there because of the "isolation" in that area.

o There was a motion to continue the pubtic hearing to altow staff
additionat time to review the project. UNAN IMOUS

. There was an appl.ication for a new text amendment to create a new
Section 128 SU-EMC a ftoating speciaI use district with additionat
controts in Section 25.5 of the East Lyme Zoning Regs.

. lt was moved to find the proposed amendment for a ftoating zone
inconsistent with the EL POCD as it woutd atl.ow commerciat residential
uses within a zoning district that onty atlows singte famity housing nearty
anywhere in the R-40 district on any parcel 30 acres or more.

a Pretty sure that is not dead yet but we witl see what develops as
"Floating" is not a term I can speak confidentty on.

a There were two apptications for text amendments to zoning regs that
referred to Drive Thru facitities and Outdoor dining that were approved
by Ptanning and I betieve sent off to Zoning.


