
EAST LYME BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY L9,2025

IN ATTENDANCE: Dan Cunningham, Ann Cicchiello, Rose Ann
MacKenzie. Candice Carlson joined the meeting via Zoom.
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Hardy, Jason Debble and Don
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Board of Selegtrhen to.Order"af.I"Mr. Cunningham called the regular meeting
7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

of the East Lyme

1b. Additional Agenda & Consent Items
There were none, ;.J
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1c. Delegations

Major General (R) Vito Addabbo United States Air Force, 54 Columbus Avenue, Niantic, spoke
to honor the bravery and sacrifice of those who fought in the Battle of Iwa Jima during
WWII. Major General Addabbo's notes are attached hereto as Exhibit #1,

1d. Approve Minutes
MOTTON (1)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of February 5, 2025, as
su bmitted.
Seconded by Ms. Hardy. Motion passed 6-0.

1e. Consent Calendar
MOTTON (2)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to approve the Consent Calendar for February 79,2025, in the
amount of $7 ,636.27.
Seconded by Ms. Hardy. Motion passed 6-0.

2a. Conveyance of Open Space - Twin Valley Subdivision
This matter is tabled.

2b. Town Meeting - March 5, 2025
MOrroN (3)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED the following:

Notice is hereby given of a Special Town Meeting of the Town of East Lyme to be held on
Wednesday, March 5,2025, at 7:00 P.M. (ET) at the East Lyme Town Hall Upper Meeting
Room for the following purposes:

1. To consider and act upon a motion to approve a special appropriation of $38,230.63
for the Public Works Department from NIP funds for cleaning Town catch basins.
2, To consider and act upon a motion to approve a special appropriation of $14,500 for
the Parks and Recreation Department from NIP Funds to purchase 15 trash containers and
liners for downtown Niantic.
3. To transact any other business proper to come before the meeting,

Dated at East Lyme, Connecticut, this 19th day of February 2025. EAST LYME BOARD OF
SELECTMEN.
Seconded by Ms. Hardy. Motion passed 6-0,



2c. State Historic Preservation Grant - Brookside Farm Museum
MOTTON (4)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED the following: RESOLVED, that Daniel R. Cunningham, who is the First
Selectman of the Town of East Lyme, is empowered to execute and deliver in the name and
on behalf of the Town of East Lyme a certain grant application with the State of Connecticut,
Historic Preservation Office for a Historic Preservation Enhancement Grant for the Brookside
Farm Museum, and to affix the corporate seal.
Seconded by Mr, Deeble. Motion passed 6-0.

3a. Departmental Transfers
This matter is tabled,

3b. Appointments
MOTTON (s)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to correct the expiration date of Justin Hanna, 34 Park Place, Niantic, a
Member on the Youth Family and Human Services Commission, with the correct term
expiration of January 7, 2O3O.
Seconded by Mr. MacKenzie. Motion passed 6-0.

MoTroN (6)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to appoint William "Wick" Haylon, 12 Virginia Street, Niantic, as a
Member on the Parks and Recreation Commission with a term to expire on January 3, 2028.
Seconded by Mr. Deeble. Motion passed 6-0.

MOTTON (7)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to appoint Kevin Mills, 58 Riverview Road, East Lyme, as an Alternate
Member on the Planning Commission with a term to expire on December 6,2O27.
Seconded by Ms, Hardy. ABSTAINED; MacKenzie. Motion passed 5-0-1,

MOrroN (8)
Ms, Cicchiello MOVED to appoint Robyn Volpini, 42 Village Crossing, Niantic, as an Alternate
Member on the Inland Wetlands Agency with a term to expire on January 3,2028.
Seconded by Mr. Deeble. Motion passed 6-0.

4a. Ex-Officio Reports

Ann Cicchiello reported :

e CIP subcommittee is doing great work and making strides to understand the Town's
long range projects.

o At the February l8th Water & Sewer Commission meeting, the spoke at length about
whether or not to continue adding fluoride to the drinking water, Adding fluoride is
mandated for towns with a population of 20,000 or more, so we are not currently
mandated to do so, Discussion will be tabled until the May meeting in order to allow
for the summer residents to return.

4b, First Selectman's Report

Mr. Cunningham reported :

. He read into record a Facebook post authored by acting Police Chief Mike Macek,
commending employees in a recent incident where they saved the life of an infant;
the post is attached hereto as Exhibit #2,
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. For the Board's information, Mr. Cunningham advised them that they would be
seeing two items to be bonded for a total of $500,000; the roof on the high school
aquatics center and the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) work which is
mandated by the Department of Justice.

. The ADA work at Town Hall must be complete by November 2025.. The newly formed CIP subcommittee is doing great work; we are beginning to
strategically plan for projects instead of always reacting.

5. Communications
There was none.

6. Public Comments
Kevin Mills, 5B Riverview Road, Niantic, introduced himself and gave a brief summary of his
qualifications for this seat. Mr. Mills was appointed tonight to the Planning Commission as
an alternate member.

7. Selectman'sResponse
Thank you for coming to tonight's meeting and thank you for your willingness to serve in
your community,

B. Executive Session
MOTTON (9)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing a legal
matter with respect to an abandoned vessel.
Seconded by Mr. Deeble. Motion passed 6-0.

The Board entered into executive session at 7:28 p,m. They returned at 7:45 p.m. and Ms
Cicchiello stated that no formal votes had been taken in executive session.

MOTTON (10)
Ms. Cicchiello MOVED to adjourn the February \9,2025, regular meeting of the Board of
Selectmen at 7:45 p.m.
Seconded by Ms. Hardy. Motion passed 6-0.

Respectfu I ly Su bmitted,

Sandra Anderson
Recording Secretary
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I am Major General ( R )Vito Addabbo United States Air Force, 54 Columbus Ave, Niantic. I am a

Life Member of VFW Post 5489 Kari-Hill right here in Niantic.

Today, we honor the bravery and sacrifice of those who fought in the Battle of lwo Jima during

WWll. Although I look old enough to have participated, this pivotal battle was fought 80 years

ago beginning February 19- March 26, L945. lt was one of the most grueling and fiercely

contested engagements in the Pacific Theatef one of the bloodiest in Marine Corps History.

The island of lwo Jima, with its strateglc location, was vital for US Forces as a base for launching

air attacks on Japan. Despite facing fierce resistance from well-entrenched Japanese forces,

American Troops demonstrated un pa ral leled cou rage a n d determination.

The iconic image of six Marines raising the flag atop Mount Suribachi during the fighting has

come to symbolize the perseverance and unity of the American spirit. However, behind that
symbol lies the story of more than 26,000 American casualties and countless acts of heroism.

27 Medals of Honor were awarded for actions during the battle, the most for any battle in US

History. Recipients included Marines, Navy Sailors and Hospital Corpsmen.

As young teenager, I worked for Jimmy Gleason, a Connecticut resident that landed during the

second wave at lwo Jima. Shot in the knee by a Japanize soldie6 Jimmy was able to kill him first.

He carried the soldiers lD card and ribbon in his wallet until the day that Jimmy died. They were

never able to remove the bullet which was imbedded in his bone and he would joke that

whenever it rained, the pain would remind him of lwo.

Harry Danos, a Niantic local, recently passed at 100 years old. I had the privilege to spend many

hours talking with him. When WWll broke out, he was working for General Electric and

qualified for a deferment. lnstead, he signed up for the Army Air Corps. As a young Lieutenant,

he was sent to lwo as a meteorologist. He was one of the very few on the island not associated

with the Navy. Harry did many things after the war; and was very proud of his architectural

contributions to the National lwo Jima Memorial here in New Britain.

Today, let us remember not just the valor of those who fought, but the lessons of sacrifice,

resilience, and the pursuit of peace. Let u$ honor their memory by striving for a world where

such sacrifices are not forgotten and peapg remains our lasting goal.
,1,

Thank you!
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East Lyme Police Department's Post
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East Lyme Police Department
February 10 at 9:05 PM .O

During tonight's East Lyme Police Commission meeting, Acting Chief Macek presented the East Lyme

Police Department Life Saving Award to Officer Gene Coscarelli and K-9 Officer William Langman for
their actions on August30,2024 while responding to a residence for an unresponsive infant. Due to
their quick response to the scene and CPR efforts, the lnfant ultimately survived.
Also awarded were dispatchers Nashira Ramirez and Forrest Andrews for their actions in providing
EMD to the frantic parents and coordinating the response efforts of the ELPD, Fire/EMS, and

paramedics. Their professionalism, calmness and quick thinking were instrumental to the successful

outcome.

Great job by all.

PTJ L ICE trOLICE


