NRWC September Meeting
9.5.24

Present
Jamie Vaudrey

Members: Don Danila, Chris Tomichek, Peter Harris, Fred Wise, and Nalhan Hc: nmnn
Public: Helen Zincavage from SECT Council of Governments
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Call to Order 6:00 pm S | !“-?1
Seat Fred for Susan Motion Don Danila, Second Pete Harris 5 o =€
No edits, Move to approve minutes Don and second Pete g b M

o o

Treasurer’s Report read by Don Danila = « "‘8

Motion to approve by Pete, second by Fred = Lé, S

Coordinator’s Report
Reminder Land Trust 50" anniversary, probably will take Enviroscape.
Grant Updates:

Hole in the Wall — CLEAR (Dave) is interested in workshop for Town Officials and
Conservation Commissions and Watershed Committees to discuss Green Infrastructure and
Grey/Green Infrastructure at Hole in the Wall and nearby. Sent to EL and also on board. Would
expect CLEAR to take the lead with $8k (of $9.6k).

Chris, next step is to write a letter to Dominion to ensure they know. Can we
reach out to other towns before finding a date?

Could be good to do it before the end of the year, but unsure how much time

needed to plan

Bacteria sampling — another round on 8/20 (after 7/8) targeting after some recent flushing
not to the level of “wet weather” and also diluted samples to get true measures for the high
values. Takeaway, almost all storm drains were still quite high. Took samples in the river/estuary
as well and found at Kidde Beach very high so it should be a site for eDNA and Banning Cove
high too. The number of samples we send out will be based on the amount of money, would like
4. Still want a true “wet weather” at a site for comparison.

Where the birds are, so the bacteria is. Need to consider the source for the
adjacent storm drains, then, to identify those sources. Does not appear to have much influence
from land use

Enviroscape — Into the phase of getting what we can from Jill. Kits are set up properly,
may need to purchase $100-200 for materials for one kit. Putting together lesson plans to
supplement for teachers. Students tried a video, but it was not good so will move on not having
the funds for a professional video. Will instead curate a list of good videos that already exist.

Report card — Not really an update, delayed to get through these projects. Will talk next
meeting

Fee for services agreement with Remote Ecologist — Asked about taking out insurance
clause for NRWC be listed on Remote Ecologist’s insurance rider. Not sure what is gained.

Don, Conservation Commission is covered under town, but not sure what we are
covered under. Probably each town. In turn, are we in .



For Coordinator activities, Jamie is under ECCD, but for grants Jamie is listed as
an independent contractor. ECCD has a contract with Remote Ecologist. Will see what
adjustments Dave has made and see if we can have a conversation with Dave and his lawyer
following a review.

Work plan needs to be updated. Good timing in prep for the Dominion application.

Town Matters
Pete — WELSCO is going to buy 40,000 oysters in places where people can get them and in
places where it is too deep. Scallops were alright and people from post-season survey are happy,
but will continue to maintain levels.
Don — Unnamed trib to Latimer Brook with a development planned to put stream through a 24”
pipe, but they don’t know where Mike’s well is and the road floods with the 24” pipe it has
currently. Went to inland wetlands meeting with a statement prepped, but it got postponed.

Plan for 100,000 sq ft facility next to Costco, technically not our business as it is out of
the watershed

Old Business

Subcommittee Updates
Don — Jamie discussed bacteria sampling, will meet at 5 pm for October. RBV sampling will be
discussed as it tries to be in October.

New Business
Jamie — Eelgrass experiment by Shannon Jordan with Craig Tobias planting in Niantic at 3 sites
based on sulfide concentrations with iron spikes to bind the sulfide in getting started. High
sulfide died and macroalgae covered. Medium and Low sulfide had survivors, but no clear trend
in treatment impact on that survival.

Also doing new Master’s project with sixpenny oyster with oyster cages, oysters in
sediment, eelgrass, to inspect if the two are reciprocal on carbon chemistry and water quality in
Beebe Cove.

Public Comments
Just thank you for letting her sit in for CoG.

Next Meeting October 3 at 6 with monitoring subcommittee at 5.

Adjourn move by Don and second by Pete, 6:58 pm.



