Ntantlc River Watershed Comhntittee, Inc;:

www.nianticriverwatershed.org

Minutes QAR LAY
Niantic River Watershed Committee G
Monitoring Subcommittee Meeting

April 4, 2024 - 5:00 PM

Conference Room 1 - East Lyme Town Hall

Attendees: Don Danila, Jamie Vaudrey, Susan Gonzalez, Chris Tomichek (attending remotely)
1. Don opened the meeting at 5:10 PM.

2. Chris moved and Susan seconded to approve both the August 2023 Special Meeting
Minutes and April 2024 Monitoring Subcommittee meeting minutes. Approved
unanimously.

3. Discussion of 2024 outfall bacterial water sampling:

Jamie noted that the earliest this sampling could occur would be mid-June, but a longer
wait time would be better. Reagent expiration dates will not be an issue. As mentioned
previously, these samples will be processed at UConn-Avery Point. Jamie will train
volunteers in early June during two to three sessions as needed. Sample locations will be
scouted during May, using the outfall map presented at the previous October
subcommittee meeting. Alex Klose will help in choosing East Lyme locations and Maureen
FitzGerald will be approached for Waterford, which needs to be done soon, since she is to
retire this year. There is $6,600 of NRWC funding allocated for the bacterial sampling
project, primarily for sample sampling. EDNA samples (~$175/sample) could possibly be
collected in July for any locations found with high bacterial concentrations. This could help
pinpoint sources of bacteria, for example, from humans, dogs, horses, cows, waterfowl, or
chickens. Jamie also reported that Deb Moshier-Dunn of Save The River-Save The Hills
reported that they have funding to perform bacterial track down sampling in Keeney Cove
and Stony Brook. Jamie applied for an EPA equipment loan on behalf of STR-STH so routine
water quality parameters can be measured as well as chlorine and surfactants. Eight upper
river discharges in this area will be sampled using kayaks. This will also allow the NRWC to
focus on other areas within the river. STR-STH will take most of their samples to Harbor
Watch, which is a state certified laboratory, but Jamie will also analyze some at UConn. STR-
STH will perform dry weather sampling, but if they find problems with bacteria they will also
perform wet weather sampling in July or August. Harbor Watch will advise them on this.
The NRWC sampling still needs to identify the people needed to perform our sampling.
Jamie has the names of some potential volunteers from our Summit meeting and also has
summer students available through the NERR. Most of our sampling will be done by land,
although using a special pole sampler to reach the discharge to be sampled. However,
kayaks might be needed for some locations.
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4. Partner Reports:

a. Niantic River eelgrass study — Jamie reported that eelgrass plants were put into
the study area last fall. However, all initial plants died, forcing Cornell University
to re-plant. These plants will be viewed shortly. There was an anecdotal report
that the addition of iron resulted in better growth of eelgrass receiving this
treatment. Jamie also mentioned that in the Beebe Cove area of the Mystic River
the Sixpenny Oyster Company in association with the UConn Marine Science
Department will examine the interactions between eelgrass and oyster
aquaculture gear. This 2-year study by has been funded by CT Sea Grant and will
start this summer.

b. Waterford Solar Farm water temperature monitoring — A decision still needs to
be made on whether to continue monitoring once Don has analyzed the
temperature data from Tidbits deployed near the solar farm. Don, Susan, and
Deb Moshier-Dunn have not been able to download water temperature data due
to frequent and considerable rainfall occurring this winter and early spring and
other scheduling issues. Hopefully, they will be able to get out later this spring.

5. New Business:

There may be a need for a special Monitoring Subcommittee meeting prior to the initiation
of the bacterial sampling training sessions. This will be decided in the near future.

6. Next regular group meeting — October 3, 2024, 5 PM, East Lyme Town Hall.

7. The meeting was adjourned at 5:42.

Respectfully submitted,
Donald Danila

Chairman, NRWC Monitoring Subcommittee



