
COMMISSION ON AGING

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

November t8,2024
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Present

Also Present: Kristen Caramanica, Director

1. PRELIMINARYBUSINESS

a. Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was observed.

Chairman Bekech called the November 18,2024 Commission on Aging Regular Meeting to order
at 5 p.m.

b. Delegations. There were no guests.

c Approval of Meeting Minutes October 21,2024. Mr. Bekech asked for additions, deletions, or
corrections to the October 2'J.,2024 Commission on Aging Minutes.

MOTTON (1): Ms. Harris moved to approve the October 21,2024 Commission on Aging
Minutes, as presented. Seconded by Ms. Fiore. (7-0) Unanimous.

d. Correspondence.
!, A donation of S75 was received from Kay Cobb and Jackie Cramer

2. STATUS REPORT

a. Transportation. Ms. Caramanica reported transportation has been very busy. The
Commission reviewed the schedule for drivers. The R-2 bus has been repaired. Our drivers
are doing well. Ms. Harris stated the Lions Club is helping with transportation. Mr. Bekech
reported the vehicle radios are not working well. Ms. Caramanica stated she will check into
that. She added the drivers also have cell phones they are able to use.

b. Senior Trips. Ms. Caramanica reported the trips are doing very well

1.. Enrichment Trips:
t. Westfarms Shopping Mall, December 4th
2. Christmas in Newport, Tuesday, December L0th

Overnight Trips. The following trips are planned:
t. Croatia and lt's lslands, April22,2025-May 3,2025.
2. Peaks of Europe: May 9-May 2I,2025
3. NationalParks of America, August 13,2025- August 24,2025
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Mr. Bekech reported Candy informed him we received a 56,000 commission from the
lceland trip. The 56,000 goes into the Special Revenue Account.

c. Programs:
t. Senior Nutrition Program. Ms. Caramanica reported there have been no changes to the

Senior Nutrition Program.

2. Senior Center Programs Ongoing. Ms. Caramanica reported the Tax Aid will be held on
December 4 and December 18.

3. Senior Center Programs New. On November 22at L2:3O p.m. Holiday Bingo will be held
On November 26 starting at 12:30 p.m. we will have our in-person Thanksgiving Feast.

d. Budget - General Fund, Revolving Account Ms. Caramanica reported the General Fund,

Revolving account is doing well.

e Revenues - General Fund, Revolving Account. Ms. Caramanica reported revenues are
doing well.

4. OLD BUSINESS

a. Meeting with the Finance Director. Ms. Caramanica and Mr. Bekech met with the First
Selectman and Finance Director. Our Social Worker will move over to Human Services. She is

now a full-time employee. Ms. Caramanica spoke to the Director of Youth and Family Services.

She would like to have a Community Center vehicle for our Social Worker and Community
Center Directors to use. We are not looking for a new vehicle.

Mr. Bekech reported a totally disabled veteran's house will be exempt from property taxes.
Twelve individuals will be eligible. This is a Town cost. Ms. Coyle added the veteran needs to be

100% disabled.

Ms. Caramanica reported she was informed the sound system was not working properly and

was too expensive to repair. The Senior Center received an anonymous donation of a new
sound system from COSTCO. The other new system from an anonymous donor is expected to
arrive in December.

b. Other Pertinent Business. Ms. Caramanica reported our new bus is expected to be delivered
this summer. We are required to pay 2O% of its cost. This was discussed with the Finance

Director.

5. NEW BUSINESS

a. Performer Agreement. The Commission reviewed the Performer Agreement. Ms. Caramanica
informed the Commission that the Town has a new system. The performer and the Director sign

the Performer Agreement and the performer is paid two weeks after their performance.

b. Preliminary Review of UpcominCFY 25126 Budget. The Commission reviewed the FY25/26

Budget, and the Parahus and Tombari accounts. Mr. Bekech added our budget is close to a zero
increase. There was a general consensus of the Commission that the budget was acceptable.
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c.Other Pertinent Business. Ms. Caramanica will attend the Connecticut Annual Aging Seminar
tomorrow.

5.EX OFFICIO REPORT Ms. Hardy was unable to be present and there was no report.

6.PUBLtC DTSCUSSTON

There were no guests.

T.BOARD RESPONSE

There was no board response.

8.ADJOURNMENT

MOTION (2): Ms. Harris moved to adjourn the Commission on Aging November 18,

2024 Regular Meeting at 5:50 p.m. Seconded by Mr. McGowen. (7-0)

Unanimous.

Respectfully Submitted,

Frances Ghersi, Recording Secretary
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