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Niantic River Watershed Committee, Inc.

https.//www.nianticriverwatershed.orq/

Minutes
NRWC Board of Directors Meeting
July 11, 2024, 6 PM

Attendees: Jamie Vaudrey, NRWC Coordinator; Chris Tomichek, Town of Waterford; Don Danila, Town
of East Lyme; Susan Gonzalez, Town of East Lyme; Nate Hermann, Town of Montville; Dave Turner,
Town of Montville; Don Landers, East Lyme Harbor Management and Shellfish Commission; Peter Harris,
Waterford-East Lyme Shellfish Commission

Excused: Melissa Bezanson, Town of Salem; Jim Paganetti, Town of Waterford; Amy Cabaniss, Town of
East Lyme (alternate); Fred Wise, Waterford-East Lyme Shellfish Commission and Waterford Harbor
Management

1. Call to Order: C. Tomichek called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.
2. Seating of Alternates: No alternates to seat.

3. Review and Approval of June 6 meeting minutes: P. Harris motioned to approve meeting minutes as
prepared, seconded by D. Danila. Allin favor, motion passed.

4, Treasurer’s Report: D. Danila presented the Treasurer’s report. P. Harris motioned to approve the
Treasurer’s report as presented, seconded by N. Hermann. All in favor, motion passed.

5. Coordinator’s Report: J. Vaudrey reviewed the Coordinator’s report.

a. Two receipts for reimbursement ($265.71 for tote bags and $35.00 for printing). D. Danila
motioned to approve reimbursement to J. Vaudrey, seconded by P. Harris. All in favor, motion
passed.

b. A. Cabaniss met with CT NERR education coordinator Larissa Graham and students to discuss
development of Enviroscape lesson plan and accompanying how-to video.

c. Hole in the Wall —J. Vaudrey, D. Danila, and S. Gonzalez visited the site with Penny Heller,
Marjorie Meekhoff, and Petie Reed to discuss suggestions for the best use of Dominion grant
funds. J. Vaudrey will share these ideas with Jerry Lokken and Alex Klose with the Town of EL.

i. Development of maintenance plan for the site

ii. Workshop/event on BMP maintenance (potentially with UConn CLEAR) and
identifying/treating invasive plants (M. Meekhoff has some contacts for this portion)

d. Bacteria sampling update
i. Site surveys on 6/11 and 6/13, by CT NERR students — outfall data entered in Epicollect5 app.

ii. Sampling conducted on 7/8/24 — 6 sites with flow under dry weather conditions, 1 saltwater
site, 2 stagnant but possibly flowing (so sampled) and analyzed for total coliform, E. coli, and
Enterococcus. Report shared with NRWC.

Niantic River Watershed...
...a Treasure Worth Protecting

co



ISy

(',‘\f,

% Niantic River Watershed Committee, Inc.

s

m

m
) https://www.niagnticeiverwatershed.oray

/ e

iii. Still have ~20 tests left — plan is to target discharges with high bacterial numbers and also
sample Niantic River water close to the outfall.

iv. Sites for eDNA analysis will be selected after next round of bacterial sampling.

6. Town Matters: D. Danila reported that the EL Zoning Commission denied approval of the proposed
affordable housing project at 91 Boston Post Road. D. Danila also reported that a property owner
adjacent to the 8 Brookfield Drive property submitted a petition for a public hearing with the EL
Inland Wetland Agency. D. Landers shared that the grand opening for the new pickleball courts at
Peretz Park will be on July 13.

7. Old Business: None
8. Subcommittee Updates:

a. Monitoring Group: D. Danila has all the temperature data from the Waterford Solar site
monitoring and will start analysis soon.

b. Website: N. Hermann provided an update on website progress.

9. New Business: ECCD, Wequetequock Clean Water Coalition (WCWC) and Thames River Basin
Partnership (TRBP), ECCD is holding a watershed festival at The Hounds in Stonington on July 14. The
TRBP portion of the festival includes a roundtable discussion about the work of watershed
committees and also the future submission of a LISFF grant application that includes various coastal
watershed committees. J. Vaudrey will attend the festival as a panel member.

10. Public Comments: None
11. Next meeting: August 8, 2024, 6 PM.

12. Adjournment: D. Landers motioned to adjourn at 6:50 PM, seconded by P. Harris. Allin favor,
meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Gonzalez
Town of East Lyme
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