
Nia ntic River/Nia ntic BayShellfish Regulations

No Refund of Permit Fees

Tlre purclraser of a clamming permit takes the risk of lirnited access to the open clamming areas. Under

inclementweatherthe clamm ing areas may be closed.

THE COMMISSION WILTNOT REFUND ANY PERMIT FEES FOB AN)T KEASO\L

Seasonal Open and CIQlLed Afeas

The conditionally approved areas open and close for shell fishing are dependent upou the season and/or rainfall.

Area "A" is conditionally open on a year round basis. Areas "B" (North and South) and "F" are closed between

approximately May lst and November l5th based on Bureau of Aquaculture approval,which is contingent on the

presence of boats moored in the area, and or boating activity. (NOTE: Aleas ((B'! 
and!(F-" will not reopen until

fewer than 20 boats remain, in accordance with NSSP-MO requirements.) Area "E" is conditionally approved

on a year round basis. Events requiring closure are described below. On the opposite sideof this sheet is a
detailed description of these areas with a map of the river & bay showing the locations.

Events Reouirins Closureof the Conditional Area

A I.S-inch rainfall for areas A and B Qrlorth and South) in a24-hour period will result in the closure of the

conditional areas for a minimum of 7 days. Approved area E & Conditionally Approved area F are closed following a

3.0 inch rainfall. Closures may also take place for sewage or chemical effluent release or other public health

reasons. Check the phone info line and/or the signal disks for the status.

Methods of Public Notice

The comrnission will advise the public of area opening or closures by the following methods:

Calling the shellfish info line Phone# 860-444-5812 will advise the status

Status signal disks located at the state boat launch on Rope F'erry Road in Waterford fbr both

Area "A" and Area "B" and at the Hole in the Wall Beach for area o'E" and Crescent Beach

for area "F". Disks are displayed with red signaling closed and white open.

Clammins Permit Req ui re4.

All sheil fishing is by pennit only. Pennits are available from J & B Tacldg Mackey's Bait and Tackle shops,

Waterford & East Lyrne Clerks Offices. Penalties are severe for violation ofthese or any other shellfish regulations.

READ THE REGULATIONS ON THIS HANDOUTAND TTIE ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENT.

Map And Descrirrtion glAreas

A Map ofthe Niantic River and Bay reflectirrg the conditionally approved areas '0A", 6i8", "E" and u'F" with a

written description of the areas is included with this material.

l.

2.

SCALLOPING IS COVERED BY OTHER REGULATIONS AND PERMITS



Clammingo Musseling, & Oystering
R.egulations forNiantic River and Niantic Bay

l. The respective Shellfish Comnrissions on a periodic basis may determine
clamming, nrusseling and oystering season.

2. No person shall take, rernove or carry away clams, mussels or oysters from the Niantic River or
Bay withor"rt a valid pemrit for the respective area issued by the Waterfold-East Lyne Shellfish
Commission and/or the East [.yme Slrellfisli Commission, hereafter referred to as the

Commissions.

3. Any person pLrrchasing a claurming pemrit rnay use it fbr one (1) year fiorn date of issue to

takedaily limits during open season.

4. The taking of oysters frorn the inland (Niantic River) rvaters of East Lyme or Waterfbrd during the months

of May.Jrme, .luly andALrgLrst shall be prohibite{ Oyster Season open months with letter "R".

5, Permits will be issued by the Town Clerks or at sales outlets designated by the Comrnissions.

6. Every one will be required to purchase a permit as resident or non-resident at current fees. Non-
residents that pay property ta-xes in either town may purchase a pemrit at resident rates with proof of
payment.

7. Dailv Linrit is (2 gallons) per perrnii fbr clams/steamers (combined) and 30 oysters. No limit on tnussels.

Daily Limits are by species example:2 gallons of clams and 30 oysters same day.

8. No person shall take from these waters or beaches or lrave in their possessiort, soft shell clams which are

less than one and one half (1-112) inches in length; or hard shell clams which are less than one (l) inch

inthicknessorwillpassthroLrgharingofoneandonehalf(l-l/2) inchinternaldiameter;orrarnr
clanis which are less tlran four (4) inches in length or oysters less than three (3) inches in length, per

State Statue.

9. No rake, tong or other device shall be used for talcirig of hard-shell clams or oysters with spaces or
openings between the teeth or prongs less than one (1) inch.

I 0. The taking of shellfi sh will only be al lowed between Sunrise and Sunset.

I L All state laws peftaining to shellfishing not covered by the these regulations will apply and be enforced

12. Possession of a pemrit does not allow the holder to take shellfislr in areas tlrat are sLrbject to temporarily
or permanently closure.

13. Taking of shellfish by fi'ee swinrming. snorkel or scuba diving is prohibited. Any person who violates any

provision of these rules shall be fined as provided uncler State Statues upon conviction.

14. Children under age of l6 accornpanied by a pennit holdel rnay help gather shellfish. Total shellfish taken

notto exceed holder's daily perrnit lirnit.



CONDITIONALLY APPROVED ARBAS
EAST LYMENIANTIC RIVER, EAST LYME AND WATERFORD

The following areas will be conditiona lly "Open" or "Closed" forthe taking of shellfish contingent upon
the occurrence of specific events:

Conditionally Approved - Rainfall
Area A /Niantic River, East Lyme, Waterford:
The tidal waters of the Niantic River and its tributaries enclosed by a line commencing at the shellfish demarcation sign in
the vicinity of the eastem end of Round Rock Road at Saunders Point in East Lyme, east 1300 feet to the shellfish
demarcation sign in the middle of the Niantic River, thence east to the shellfish demarcation sign located atl44 Niantic
River Road, between 10ft and 9ft Avenues, thence south along the Waterford shore of the Niantic River to the Bayview Beach
Association dock in Waterford, thence west across the River to the "pipe" identified on the NOAA navigational chart
exclusive ofthe waters of Smith Cove. Amended7ll3l20

Conditionally Approved -RainfalUSeasonal
Area B North/Niantic River, East Lyme,
Waterford:
The tidal waters of the Niantic River and its tributaries bounded on the north by a line commencing at the shellfish
demarcation sign on the eastern shore of Keeny Cove, Waterford, west to the southem extremity of land on the western
shore of Keeny Cove (Horse Point), continuing west along Horse Point to Sandy Point to the southwestem extremity of
Sandy Point in Waterford, then south along the shore of the Niantic River to the shellfish demarcation sign in the vicinity of
the eastern end of Round Rock Road on Saunders Point, East Lyme, then east across the River to the shellfish demarcation
buoy shellfish demarcation buoy on the East Lyme Waterford Town line, then east to the shellfish demarcation sign located
at144 Niantic River Road, between l0h and 9ft Avenues, exclusive of Restricted-Relay and Prohibited areas in East Lyme and
Waterford. This Conditionally Approved area shall be "closed" seasonally based upon the presence of boats as determined by
Bureau of Aquaculture and WELSCO.

Conditionally Approved - RainfalVSeasonal
Area B South/Niantic Rivero East Lymeo
Waterford:

The tidal waters of the Niantic River bounded on the north by a line commencing at the demarcation sign at 41 19.879 N
and72 10.971W in East Lyme east across the Niantic River to the demarcation sign at 41 19.881 N and 72
10.596 W at the dock on Mago Boulevard, then south along the shore of the Niantic River to the demarcation sign at Mago
Point, then south to the eastern end of the walkway at Cini Memorial Park, exclusive of the Prohibited waters at the mouth
of the Niantic River.

Area E / Upper Niantic Bayo East Lyme :
Conditionally Approved-Seasonal

To be developed bv DA/BA

Area F/Niantic Bay SpecialAnchorage Areao East Lyme:

To be developed by DA/BA



Niantic River ftgsf;i6[sd "..,
Keeny Cove

I

Conditionally' ved Seasonal Area B North

41!" 20:?99'l!
72" 11'.07s',W

aJ'$13-6Q'$
72"'10.798'W

41" 20.361'N
"72" 10.420',W

*'..

:

East COVefii.',
:

Conditionally Approved Area A

Waterford Niantic River lnlet Restricted

41" 19.881'N , ,41" 19.819'N

g

,t'..

Wate Prohibited

East Lyme:Niantic BayApproved ,,
Souroes:'Esri, H USGS INCREMENT P. NRCan. Esri

Shellfish Glassification Area

Class
: Apprcv€d

.- iConditionallyApproved

Condilionally Approved S€asonal

:-:: :' condilionallyRestricted-Relay
' 

Restricted-Relay

W Prohrbiied

- 

Town-Line

CT Department of Agriculture Bureau of Aquaculture
East Lyme / Waterford

N

A
1,500 3,000 4,500 6,000

Feet

0 750

Date:7 /2/2020


