
EAST LYME BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

AUGUST 2,2023

IN ATTENDANCE: Kevin Seery, Anne Santoro, Dan Cunningham, Ann Cicchiello, Bill Weber
and Rose Ann Hardy
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Finance Director Kevin Gervais, Chief of Police Mike Finkelstein, Town
Engineer Bill Scheer, ESC Representative Kayte Morales, and Town Attorneys Tracy Collins and
Mark Zamarka

la. Call to Order
Mr. Seery called the regular meeting of the East Lyme Board of Selectmen
p.m,, Chief Finkelstein led the Pledge of Allegiance.

rder at 7:02

1b. Additional Agenda & Consent Items
There were none.

lc. Delegations
There were none.

ld. Approve Minutes
MOTTON (1)
Ms. Santoro MOVED to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of July 5,2023, as submitted.
Seconded by Ms. Cicchiello. Motion passed 6-0.

le. Consent Calendar
MOTTON (2)
Ms. Santoro MOVED to approve the consent calendar for the regular meeting of August 2,2023,
in the amount of $3,686.52,
Seconded by Mr. Cunningham. Motion passed 6-0.

2. OLD BUSINESS

2a. Charter Revision
Town Attorney Tracy Collins said the notice was published in the Day paper today, August 2,
2023. The statute calls for a summary to be published but a full copy must be available in the
Town Clerk's office. Both the summary and full copy are posted on the website.
T. Collins said the revision questions have been properly formatted for the ballot and sent to
the Secretary of State for final approval. The two changes requested by the Board were
changed on questions #B and #11,
The explanatory text was discussed which she and the Town Clerk will prepare.

3. NEW BUSINESS

3a. ELlMontville Police Assistance Agreement
Chief Finkelstein discussed the need for more officers due to several ongoing road construction
projects. He said they have 7-9 officers a day assigned to road jobs. He presented a draft
agreement with Montville for more officers as needed. The agreement was reviewed by the
town attorneys, He is also in conversations with Waterford. There is a mutual aid contract with
surrounding towns for special events held in East Lyme, but this agreement is more for the

f!-a
et

rn'r?l
B={ii
:.2?*tl;(3
mg
clf?l;(:}'c)n

cp

CD

!r
(t?

(3

T
F
(fl
oc

Board of Selectmen
Regular Meeting of August 2, 2023

1of 5



ongoing construction projects when needed. The cost of additional officers is paid by the
vendor.
MOTTON (3)
Ms. Santoro MOVED to authorize the First Selectman to enter into an agreement between the
Town of East Lyme and the Town of Montville Concerning Private Duty Police Assignments, as
presented.
Seconded by Mr. Cunningham. Motion passed 6-0.

3b. Short Term Rentals
K. Seery has heard from several people on both sides of the issue, especially in the beach
communities. There have been complaints about noise, garbage and too many people in the
house. He has also heard from people who have short term rental properties that have had no
problems. As an issue that repeatedly comes up, he is suggesting a ad-hoc committee to look
at the issue with possible options for resolution.
R.iHardy objecteU'to anyone on the committee having a financial interest who may own
properties that benefit from short term rentals.
Some members thought both sides should be represented on the committee.
It was the. consenSu6 of the Board that any member having a financial interest should disclose
thd conflict to the public.
Attor:ney Mark Zamarka said that if the subcommittee decides that an ordinance is appropriate
the,n:it would override the beach association's regulations. If the subcommittee decides a
regulation is appropriate, then the zoning regulations adopted could not override the beach
associatioii' reg u lations.
MOrroN (4)
Ms. Santoro MOVED to adopt the Charge for the creation of the ad hoc committee on Short
Term Rentals, and to appoint members to the Committee.

CHARGE TO THE AD HOC SHORTTERM RENTAL COMMITTEE
WHEREAS, the Town of East Lyme is aware that the rental of residential properties on a short-
term basis is a matter of concern to many East Lyme residents; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Selectmen wishes to investigate the issue of short-term rentals to
determine whether and to what extent they may be regulated, if there exists a need in East
Lyme to regulate such practices, and any other related issues.

THEREFORE, the Board of Selectmen hereby establishes the AD HOC SHORT TERM RENTAL
COMMITTEE and requests it conduct its business as follows:

1, The Committee shall be comprised of eight (B) members, each one being a resident
elector of East Lyme. There shall be one member each representing the interests of the
Board of Selectmen, the Zoning Commission, and six members at large. The composition
of the Committee will comply with the minority representation statute. Five (5) members
shall constitute a quorum. All members shall be recommended and appointed by the
Board of Selectmen.

2. The Committee shall conduct its business in accordance with all laws and regulations
governing the actions of municipal agencies, including the requirements of the Freedom
of Information Act,

3. The Committee shall conduct at least two (2) public hearings to receive comments and
input from East Lyme residents. The first shall be early in the process and the second one
shall be held prior to the report of recommendations to be given to the Board of
Selectman.
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4. The Committee shall report its findings and any recommendations to the Board of
Selectmen no later than 90 days after its first meeting, and the Committee may request
additional time if necessary.

5, Any Committee member who has a financial interest in a short-term rental shall disclose
same at the first meeting of the Committee.

RECOMMENDED MEMBERS OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON SHORT TERM RENTALS
Anne Santoro, R, Board of Selectmen
Anne Thurlow, U, Zoning Commission
Paul Formica, R, Giant's Neck Beach Association President
John Schweizer, D, Oak Grove Beach Association
Gary Farrugia, U, Saunders'Point
John Cellino, U, Black Point Beach Association
Daniel Beachy, D, Cresent Beach Association
Gary Cicchiello, D, At-Large

Seconded by Mr, Cunningham, Motion passed 6-0.

3c. EV Chargers at Town hall
Bill Sheer, DPW, Deputy, the town is able to apply for a grant for two quick EV chargers in the
amount of $224,OO0, the town would have to supply a match of $50,000, There are funds
available from the American Rescue Funds which were previously appropriated to the P&R
department but no longer needed.
Kate Moralis, Environmental Systems Corporation (ESC) said the program outline has been
significantly changed for round 2 which the town would no longer qualify. The town was able to
get in on round 1 as it was on the wait list.
B. Sheer said the deadline to apply is September 15, 2023.

MOTTON (s)
Ms. Santoro MOVED to approve a Special Appropriation of $50,222 forthe installation and
operation of two Tier 3 Electric Vehicle charging stations from American Rescue Funds to an
account titled "EV Charging Station" Account 85-70-009-700-901, and forward to the Board of
Finance for Approval. NOTE: This requires a town meeting.
Seconded by Ms. Cicchiello, Motion passed 6-0.

Kevin Gervais, Finance Director, distributed an updated ARPA list.

3d. Year End Fiscal Transfers
Tabled to next meeting as new bills have been received,
Kevin Gervais, Finance Director, said there are several budgets that are significantly under
budget such as the pension and retirement liability accounts, for a savings of $350,000. Other
accounts have savings due to hiring delays, leaves and unused overtime,

3e. Appoint SCWA Representatives
MOTTON (6)
Ms. Santoro MOVED to appoint Carol Russell, 4 Bramble Bush Drive, Niantic, as a
representative for the Town of East Lyme to the Southeastern Connecticut Water Authority
(SCWA) with a term to expire on September 1, 2025.
Seconded by Ms. Cicchiello. Motion passed 6-0,
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MOTTON (7)
Ms. Santoro MOVED to appoint Kevin Seery, 25 Quailcrest Road; East Lyme, as a representative
for the Town of East Lyme to the Southeastern Connecticut Water Authority (SCWA) with a
term to expire on September 1, 2025.
Seconded by Ms, Cicchiello. Motion passed 6-0.

3f. Appoint Mr. Willetts to Check the Indices for 2O23
MOTTON (8)
Ms. Santoro MOVED to appoint Attorney William Willetts, Jr. to examine the indices of the land
records for calendar year 2023 in accordance with CGS Section 7-I4 for the sum of $2,000.
Seconded by Ms. Cicchiello. Motion passed 6-0.

4. REPORTS
4a. Ex-Officio Reports
Rose Anne Hardy-no report. She recognized Francis Adams who passed away at the age of
104. He had served two terms on the Board of Selectmen.
Dan Cunninham-no report
Anne Santoro-Library:

. the library is very busy,

. the children's section is getting more visits than pre-pandemic numbers.

. The new conference room is being used daily.

. A poster printer in the library will generate additional funds,

. Community Center feasibility plan is well underway.

. The library will be engaging in strategic planning in preparation for a grant opportunity
Anne Cicchiello-Historic Properties:

. Brookside Farm, August 20, will have Irish music, free to the public.

. Lee House, August 12, Archaeological dig for families
Bill Weber-Zoning:

o Four lot subdivision was approved.

4b. First Selectman's Report
. Attended EL Little League State Championship game, which they won
o Floater at Town Hall hired for town clerk's office, land use, assessor's office and cover

for Administrative Assistant-Sue Spang was hired for the floater position.
o Bonding did very well and has seen significant growth.
. Celebrate East Lyme Day, approximately 35,000 people attended, great fireworks.
. Ongoing concerts at the beach and McCooks park.
. Adams Family is at the playhouse
. Met Amtrak representative concerning fence.
o National Night out for First Responders
. New town hall hours are working very well.
r Start bidding for wrong way flashers on exits.
o Noble Gas has opened.

5. Communications
Lucira Nebelung letter will be attached.

6, Public Comments
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8. Executive Session

MOTTON (9)
Ms. Santoro MOVED to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing real estate
matters, East Lyme Land Trust Oswegatchie Hills / Hathaway Farms property.
Seconded by Mr. Cunningham. Motion passed 6-0.

The Board entered into executive session at B:13 p.m. They returned at B:56 p.m. and Ms
Santoro stated that no formal votes were taken.

MOTTON (10)
9. Adjournment
Ms. Santoro MOVED to adjourn the August 2,2023, regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen
at B:56 p.m.
Seconded by Mr. Cunningham. Motion passed 6-0.

Respectfu lly Su bm itted,

Sandra Anderson
Recording Secretary
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EL Short Term Rental Committee Statement

Lucira Jane Nebelung <jane.nebelung@snet.net>
WedS/2/2023 9:17 AM

To:Ann Cicchiello < acicchiello@eltownboardmember.org >

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize

the sender and know the content is safe.

Ann, thank you for agreeing to read this into the record at tonight's BoS meeting. Let me

know if you have any questions/concerns.

+++++++++++

Back on July 8, I made a comment to the Day's article: "East Lyme to test the waters of

short-term rental regulation": The prior owner of the house across the street from us

used it as a STR. At times, we had as many as three different groups coming and going

each week... I am glad that East Lyme is looking at this.

Yesterday, I received an anonymous voice mail that said that someone (l am not going to
share the name) beine appointed to the STR committee owns three STR properties in
Giants Neck.

I would generally not have a problem with this but EL has a consistent history of
appointing/electing people to committees and commissions who have agendas of
personal/business benefit and profit from their appointment/election. These are blatant
conflicts of interest: Personal benefit from public office is unethical and corrupts the
process.

East Lyme has had a Code of Ethics in place since Beth Hogan's tenure in 2007

hsps://coOetinrarv gal.com/codes/eastlvme/latest/eastlvme-ct/0-0-0-987. lt has

been ignored for the past 15 years. Violations are not hard to find. They are in plain view.

. lt is easy to imagine that a STR property owner on the committee would block any kind

of meaningful regulation that would hold them accountable.

Let's not make this committee another avenue that benefits a few at the expense of the

rest of us and the quality of life in East Lyme. NO ONE on the committee should have any

klnd of conflict of interest.



Thank you for your time and attention.

IucitvgancMk@
72 Quarry Dock Rd, Niantic
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