
.ED IN EASTLYMETOWN

East Lyme Zoning Commission
PUBLIC HEARING

April6,2000

MINUTES

The East Lyme Zoning Commission held a Public Hearing on April 6,2000 at the Town Hall, 108
Pennsylvania Ave., Niantic, CT. Mr. William Weber chaired the meeting. Mr. Weber called the
meeting to order at7:32PM.

PRESENT: Chairman William Weber, Athena Cone, Norman Peck, Ed Gada, David
Chamberlain, and Shawn Mclaughlin, Altemates Robert Bulmer

Absent: Mark Nickerson,, Donna Orefice, Rose Ann Hardy, Ex-officio;

Also Present: William Mulholland,ZoningOfficer

PUBLIC HEARING 1

Application of Ted Harris to amend the East Lyme ZoningRegulations by adding a new
Section 18.1.5.1 to permit the illumination of Theater Marquee signs in the CB Commercial
ZoningDistrict.

Mr. Weber opened the Public Hearing and introduced the Commission members.

Mr. Theodore Hanis addressed the Commission. He noted that the ZoningRegulations prohibit
maf,quee lighting and signage. IIe stated that theaters are unique in the use of marquees and that
the marquee seryes two functions. First, it provides shelter to theatergoers and second it serves an
aesthetic function. Mr. Harris indicated that the proposed amendment is limited to theater
marquees in CB ZoningDistrict.

Mr. Harris noted that the Planning Commission approved the proposed amendment following
addressing their concerns. He added that in order to allow theater marquees in the Zoning
Regulations, vatious sections would have to be amended. Therefore, the format as a proposed
amendment is to provide a specific exception in a CB CommercialZoningDistrict.

The lights may give the appearance of movement, but may not blink in total or in large groups.
They shall not exceed 15 watts and shall be white. The marquee signage may only identiff the
name of the theater and shall only be illuminated during the time of theater operation.
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Mr. Weber requested Mrs. Cone read the following into the record:
l. Letter dated 2124100 requesting proposed amendment to William Mulholland.
2. Proposed amendment
3. Noted legal advertisement published 3124100 and 413100 in The Day
4. Memorandum from William Mulholland to the Zoning Commission
5. Letter date3l28l00 from Southeastern Council of Govemments, Regional

Planning Commission to the Zoning Commission.
6. Letter dated 3123100 from the East Lyme Planning Commission to the Zoning

Commission.

Mrs. Cone clarified that the illumination was just surrounding the theater name, not for
advertising shows. Mr. Harris stated that the illumination would surround the theater name and
would wrap around the marquee.

Mr. Chamberlain inquired as to the operating hours of Niantic Theater and the size of its marquee.
Mr. Harris indicated he believed the last film concluded between 11:30 PM and 12.00 AM. The
marquee he estimated at 50 ft. long and 1.5 feet high and extending approximately 8-10 feet from
the outside of the building.

Mr. Weber inquired the distinction between white and clear lights. Mr. Harris stated that if the
Commission were concemed about the distinction, the language in the amendment could
distinguish "white lights, not clear".

There being no further questions from the Commission, Mr. Weber opened the floor to those
persons wishing to speak in favor of the proposed amendment.

Walt Prochorena, 420 Boston Post Road, East Lyme asked for clarification that illumination was
being proposed for theater marquees only. Mr. Weber added that the amendment stipulated CB
Commercial Zone only and currently the only such zone in East Lyme is Niantic Village.

George MacPherson,4l9 Boston Post Road, East Lyme inquired if rather than amend the
regulation, if a special permit could be issued.

Mr. Mulholland stated that year ago the Commission issued special permits for every sign in
town. The Regulations were changed to make administrative approval the procedure. He also
stated that in his opinion, if new districts were created, the new district regulations would not
contain the sign regulations. The sign regulations are a separate chapter of the regulations.

Mr. MacPherson inquired as to the definition to 'theater'

Mr. Dave Higgins, 39 west End Avenue addressed the commission in favor.
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Mrs. Cone reiterated Mr. MacPherson's question as to the legal definition of 'theater'. Mr.
Mulholland stated that there are reference books in the Zoning Office which contain the legal
definition and he will obtain a definition for the Commission.

There being no other questions or speakers, Mr. Weber close the Public Hearing at7:59PM

Respectfully submitted,

.4qtu/
Anita M. Bennett
Recording Secretary
13 April00
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