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Town of East Lyme
Board of Assessment Appeals

September 18th, 2021 Meeting Minutes

Members Present:
Patrick Hughes, Chair
Mike Bekech
Anthony Attanasio

FILED

frt,ez, 20 z,( rr.A5Q:@rr,r
Absent:
Suzanne Szupiany
Tracey Lizza

EAST LYME N CLERK

Mr. Hughes called the Board of Assessment Appeals to order at 9:00 a.m

l. Appeals

1) William Scruggs- 8 Morris Lane- List #513649
Mr. Hughes swore in Mr. Scruggs.

Mr. Scruggs said his 2010 Ford Expedition has 215,000 miles, has been wrecked and fixed but
still has a rough exterior and a large caulked rear window that leaks. He said if he could get
$9,000 for it, he'd sell it today.

The Board viewed the vehicle

2) Qimin Llu -22 King James Drive- No List # 509092 .

Mr. Hughes swore in Mr. Liu.

Mr. Liu said he has a Toyota Tacoma that is worth at most $3,000 and it's assessed at 910,000;
they're are mechanical issues, it doesn't shift right, it's banged up, the engine light keeps turning
on, and the tailgate is broken.

The Board viewed the vehicle.

Mr. l-lughes observed that shifting difficulty irrdicates a prolrlerrr with the transmission

Mr. Liu said he will return shortly with his other: vehicle.

3) Joseph Woychowski -333 Boston Post Road- List #516715
Mr. Hughes swore in Mr. Woychowski.
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Mr. Woychowski said he has a 2006 Volkswagen Jetta GT that has 300,000 miles; the Town

says itls worth $3,100 and he thinks it's worth $800.

The Board viewed the vehicle.

Mr. Woychowski said in addition to the high mileage both fenders are severely rusted

4) Qimin Liu -22 King James Drive- List #509081
Mr. Liu. retu.fn.gd With "his 1 9"99- Eord Econoline and detailed its poor condition which includes
shaking, rust, and a broken door. He said the vehicle has 130,000 miles.

The Board viewed the vehicle

5) Evelena Hollendenner- 2 Whittlesey Court- List # 506818
Mr. Hughes swore in Ms. Hollendenner.

Ms. Hollendenner said she is requesting a reduction in assessed value for her 2001 Toyota

Tacoma due the condition of the car. She said the mileage is high- 169,099, the vehicle was in
an accident, and she doesn't think it's worth more than $2,000. Ms. Hollendenner added that
she came to appeal this vehicle last year as well.

6) Edward & June Seacor- 547 Boston Post Road-2 vehicles, List #513663 &
#51 3662
Mr. Hughes swore in Mrs. Seacor.

Ms. Seacor shared that the 2005 BMW was totaled and Mr. Bekech observed that eliminating
that vehicle from the tax roll will obviously reduce the bill.

Ms. Seacor said the 2004 Dodge Dakota Truck is overvalued; the frame of the truck is rusty and

the interior is in poor condition as well. She added that this vehicle was appealed last year as

well.

7) Chris Herman- 3 vehicles, List #506655, List #506651 and List #506654
Mr. Hughes swore in Mrs. Herman who attended on behalf of her husband.

Mrs. Herman said she is here regarding 3 salvaged vehicles
a. 2015 RAM 1500

b. 2008 Honda CRV
c. 2013 Mustang (hard top)

Mrs. Herman detailed why she thinks they are over assessed and discussed how all three are
salvaged vehicles. She said her husband was here last year to appeal for these vehicles and

that the 2015 RAM 1500 was in an accident and has been fixed. Mrs. Herman didn't have any of
the salvaged vehicles with her.
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Deliberations
1) William Scruggs- B Morris Lane- List #513649

Mr. Bekech said the applicant is looking for an assessment of $3,800 and noted that the high
mileage reduces the value by $1,400. Mr. Hughes suggested reducing the value by 20%
because of the high mileage and overall condition.

MoTloN (1)

Mr. Bekech moved to reduce the assessment to $6,230 based on condition and high
mileage.
Mr. Attanasio seconded the motion.
Motion carried, 3-0-0.

2) Qimin Liu -22 King James Drive- List # 509092

Mr. Hughes said the applicant thinks his Toyota Tacoma is worth $3,000 but is assessed at
$10,880. Mr. Attanasio observed that the car is in bad shape and Mr. Bekech said $1 ,400 can
be taken off due to mileage.

Mr. Hughes suggested a reduction of 35% due to the poor condition

The Board discussed the FMV of the vehicle

MOflON (2)

Mr. Bekech moved to reduce the assessment to $6,620 based on condition and high
mileage.
Mr. Attanasio seconded the motion.
Motion carried, 3-0-0.

4) Qimin Liu -22 King James Drive- List #509081
The Board discussed the 1999 Ford Econoline and Mr. Hughes said the vehicle doesn't have
much mileage but the condition is poor. Mr. Attanasio agreed the condition was quite poor and a
reduction should be made.

Mr. Hughes suggested a reduction of 35%.

MOTToN (3)

Mr. Bekech moved to reduce the assessment trom $2,770 to $1,510 based on its poor
condition.
Mr. Attanasio seconded the motion.
Motion carried,3-0-0.

3) Joseph Woychowski -333 Boston Post Road- List #516715
The Board discussed the 2006 Volkswagen Jetta GT and its high mileage

ll
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MOTTON (4)

Mr. Bekech moved to reduce the assessment from $3,150 to $1,980 based on its high
mileage and overall condition.
Mr. Attanasio seconded the motion.
Motion carried, 3-0-0.

5) Evelena Hollendenner- 2 Whittlesey Gourt- List # 506818
The Board discussed the condition of the 2001 Toyota Tacoma.

Mr. Hughes suggested a reduction of 25%.

MOTTON (5)

Mr. Attanasio moved to reduce the assessment from $3,650 to $2,710 based on the
overall condition of the vehicle.
Mr. Bekech seconded the motion.
Motion carried, 3-0-0.

lll. Appeals Continued

8) David Godbout- 15 Gardinal Road- List #505706, #505708, & #505709
Mr. Hughes swore in Mr. Godbout.

Mr. Godbout said he's here in regards to 3 vehicles
a. 2012 Honda lnsight
b. 2014 Chevrolet Volt
c. 2015 Chevrolet Volt

Mr. Godbout asked Mr. Hughes to recuse or disqualify himself from this hearing and Mr. Hughes

replied that he's perfectly able to judicate without prejudice.

Mr. Godbout said he's going to file a motion to disqualify Mr. Hughes given their past

interactions. The Board attempted to explain that Mr. Godbout is here to present any vehicle
appeals he may have and that he cannot make motions. Mr. Godbout said that's a lie, and

they're a judicial body.

Mr. Godbout asked repeatedly if the Board was going to rule on his motion and Mr. Hughes
repeatedly responded that they were not and requested he present his case.

Mr. Godbout made some of the following remarks:
o The Assessor doesn't assess cars.
o For an assessment of a motor vehicle you have to inspect the vehicle to determine its

condition.
o The Assessor doesn't do that with any motor vehicles and the previous Assessor has

given testimony to this body, just to that effect.
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. She takes the value that is given to her illegally by the Department of Motor Vehicles.
o How can she assess something that she's never seen?
o The NADA book, Kelley Blue Book, and Edmunds all say that before you consult the

book schedule, you should inspect the vehicle to determine what condition the vehicle is
in, and this isn't done with any vehicle.

r The assessed value is the assessed value as of October 1 of 2}2n;we are now in
September o'f 2021, a full 11 months laten and they want to look at a car now to
determine its condition a year ago.

Mr. Godbout discussed why he believes the NADA book is not a suitable tool for assessing
vehicles and said he sees that Mr. Bekech is viewing it when it hasn't been introduced into
evidence.

Mr. Hughes noted for the record that Mr. Godbout still refuses to answer why he's appealing his
assessment.

Mr. Godbout said the NADA book does not give retail value of a current average condition and
his car is in average condition so the book isn't very useful. He said he is filing a motion to
eliminate the use of the NADA book.

Mr. Godbout told Mr. Bekech to put the NADA book down and for the Board to rule on his
motion.

Mr. Hughes asked that it be put on the record that Mr. Godbout still refuses to answer the
question and is being very rude to the Board Members.

Mr. Hughes said they're not ruling on his motion.

Mr. Godbout said his 2012 Honda lnsight is assessed at $4,110 and he thinks it should be

$3,423 and the difference comes from the Edmunds book, between the vehicle being in

excellent condition as opposed to average condition.

Mr. Godbout said the bumper needs to be replaced, it has scratches on the paint, and age
issues with the interior.

Mr. Godbout said the 2014 Chevrolet Volt is overassessed and he's asking for an adjustment of
$1 ,154 because the car is in clean condition. He said the average condition versus the value
tlrat he got from Edmunds between a clean corrdition car and alr average condition car is

$1 ,649, multiplied by .7 for the assessment, real dollar value comes to a value of $1 ,1 50 for the
car. Mr. Godbout said the car has been in an accident and is not in clean condition at all.

Mr. Godbout said the 2015 Chevrolet Volt is overassessed, has 70,000 miles, is dinged up, has
mechanical issues related to the wheels, and a damaged front light.
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9) Jean Park- 24 Central Avenue- List #511643
Mr. Hughes swore in Ms. Park.

The Board viewed the vehicle.

Ms. Park said her Hyundai Tucson is only worth $1,000, has 236.680 in mileage and is in poor

condition. She added that she came last year to appeal this vehicle as well and is similar to the
condition it was in last year,

lV. Deliberations Gontinued

9) Jean Park- 24 Central Avenue- List #511643
Mr. Bekech consulted the NADA guide and Mr. Hughes observed that the car is in average
condition.

Mr. Godbout said they need to speak up so everyone can hear and Mr. Hughes replied that his
case has already been adjudicated, and asked that he please not interfere with the Board.

Mr. Godbout said they're not following FOIA and Mr. Hughes said it;s fine that he has his video
camera recording this but he's not to interfere or provide input.

Mr. Hughes asked that the police be called since Mr. Godbout is continually interfering with the
proceedings.

MOTTON (6)

Mr. Attanasio moved to reduce the assessment from $6,170 to $2,830 based on high
mileage and the overall condition of the vehicle.
Mr. Bekech seconded the motion.
Motion carried, 3-0-0.

8) David Godbout- 15 Cardinal Road- List #505706, #505708, & #505709
The Board discussed the 2012 Honda lnsight.

Mr. Bekech said he is requesting a reduction from $4,110 to $3,423 since the vehicle is in

average as opposed to clean condition.

Mr. Hughes said the calculations are based on the rendition of the Edmunds Car Value.

MoTroN (7)

Mr. Attanasio moved to reduce the assessment from $4,110 to $3,420 based on the
difference between clean and average condition.
Mr. Bekech seconded the motion.
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Motion carried, 3-0-0.

The Board discussed the 2e14 Chevrolet Volt.

The police arrived and Mr. Hughes explained that Mr. Godbout was interrupting their
deliberation. He said they don't mind having him here as long as he doesn't continue to
intefere, and that they were called as a precaution.

Mr' Bekech consulted the NADA guide and Mr. Hughes said the vehicle is assessed at $7,500
and the applicant is requesting an assessment of 96,436.

MOTTON (8)
Mr. Bekech moved to take no action based on the low mileage of the vehicte.
Mr. Attanasio seconded the moflon.
Motion carried, 3-0-0.

The Board discussed the 2015 Chevrolet Volt.

Mr. Attanasio said this is the vehicle they viewed and Mr. Bekech said it's assessed at $g,050
and the applicant is requesting an assessment of $6,g20.

Mr. Bekech said this is a change of $2,226 and calculated the deductions offered for the
accident the car was in and the condition of the vehicle.

MOTTON (e)
Mr. Bekech moved to reduce the assessment to $6,870 based on the condition of the
vehicle.
Mr. Attanasio seconded the motion.
Motion carried, 3-0-0.

6) Edward & June Seacor- 547 Boston Post Road-2 vehicles, List #513663 &
#513662
The Board discussed how the 2005 BMW has been junked and proof has been provided.

MOTTON (10)

Mr. Hughes moved to take no action since the car has been totaled and wiil be removed
from the tax roll.
Mr. Bekech seconded the motion.
Motion carried, 3-0-0.

The Board discussed the 2004 Dakota and Mr. Bekech consulted the NADA guide.

Mr. Bekech said the vehicle has 170,000 in mileage which provides a reduction of $200.

Mr. Attanasio and Mr. Hughes discussed a 2Qo/o reduction based on condition.
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MOTTON (11)

Mr. Attanasio moved to reduce the assessment from $3,990 to $3,050 based on mileage
and condition.
Mr. Bekech seconded the motion.
Motion carried, 3-0-0.

7) Chris Herman- 3 vehicles, List #506846, List #506848 and List #506845
The Board discussed the salvage vehicles and Mr. Bekech consulted the NADA Guide.

MOTTON (12)

Mr. Bekech moved to reduce the assessment of the 2015 RAM 1500 to $11,970 based on
consistency.
Mr. Attanasio seconded the motion.
Motion carried, 3-0-0.

MOflON (13)
Mr. Bekech moved to reduce the assessment of the 2013 Mustang (hard top) to $10,450
based on consistency.
Mr. Attanasio seconded the motion.
Motion carried,3-0-0.

MOTTON (14)

Mr. Bekech moved to reduce the assessment of the 2008 Honda GRV to $3,990 based on
consistency.
Mr, Attanasio seconded the motion.
Motion carried, 3-0-0.

V. Adiournment
Mr. Hughes noted this is Mr. Attanasio's last meeting and thanked him for his years of service
He noted an organizational meeting will be held in January after the election.

MOTTON (15)
Mr. Attanasio moved to adjourn the Board of Assessment Appeals Meeting at 12:04 p.m.
Mr. Bekech seconded the motion.
Motion carried, 3-0-0.

Respectfully Submitted,

Brooke Stevens, Recording Secretary


