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Waterford-East Lyme Shellfish Commission

Meeting Minutes
Thursday, January 17, 2019
East Lyme Town Hall, 7:30 pm

Members present: Chair Peter Harris, Tom Bowlen, Paul Spakowski, Larry Tytla, J. Patrick
Kelly, Elizabeth Gelinas, Eric Kanter and Marcia Benvenuti
Guests: Dan Cunningham, Ex-Officio

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm and a quorum established. Chair Harris noted
Fred Grimsey of Waterford resigned his position on WELSCO. Chair Harris commended him
for his years of service. Chair Harris welcomed new commissioner Marcia Benvenuti.

The Secretary’s minutes of the December 20, 2018 meeting were reviewed and approved with
one correction- change “create” to “revise” under item 5; on a motion by Mr. Kelly, seconded
by Mr. Spakowski, (1) abstain- Benvenuti, vote 7 to 1; motion passed.

The Treasurer's report for December 2018 was approved on a motion by Mr. Spakowski,
seconded by Mr. Tytla, (1) abstain-Benvenuti, vote 7 to 1, motion passed. Mr. Kelly inquired
on questions anyone had on the annual CPA audit report distributed at the last meeting.

a) Clamming areas are currently open. Prior closing was due to 1” rain trigger.

b) Boat is running well-no issues.

c) Discussion on motor quotes; Chief will obtain three written estimates on cost for review.
d) During a recent closure it was noted people were clamming in the river.

e) DA/BA updated open/closure software recently- members must upgrade online

and create new login and password.

f) Mr. Kelly suggested purchase of a new boat be considered.

5) Old Business-

a) Members discussed ideas for an experimental aquaculture project. Mr. Kelly suggested
contacting James Markow about raising scallop seed. Mr. Spakowski suggested we include
oysters. Chair Harris is hopeful new ideas will be gained from the Annual Shellfish Gathering.
b) Dock application for 153 Oswegatchie Road, Waterford was tabled as a representative
from Docko Inc. was not in attendance.

c) Dock application for 30 Bishop Street, Waterford was tabled as a representative from
Docko Inc. was not in attendance.

d) Chair Harris opened discussion of the DA/BA — SeaGrant Shellfish Restoration Project. An
enlarged map of the Niantic River was reviewed and members were asked to identify and
prioritize specific areas within the Niantic River, size and species -as per DA/BA and SeaGrant
instructions — for potential shellfish habitat restoration: Members identified the following:

1) The Northern region of Niantic River from Turkey Point to Rt. 1 = B ++ 20 acres

(B = Bio extraction);

2) The area of Sandy Point and Eastward = SEC +, 5 acres (SEC= Shoreline erosion control);
3) The area of Pine Grove East to Waterford shoreline = FSE ++, 10 acres, scallop and = HR
++, 10 acres, scallop (FSE = Fisheries stock enhancement and HR = Habitat restoration;

4) The area North of Rt. 156 to channel = HR + FSE +++ 5 acres, eastern oyster.

The map and identified areas will be turned in at the Annual Shellfish Gathering.

There was discussion regarding testing of nutrient loading being done by the Niantic River
Watershed Commission.

e) Chair Harris discussed the Annual Shellfish Gathering being held January 26, 2019.
Ms. Tinker has registered all members attending and sent in payment.
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